One vear in the vineyard

During a typical year we start in late October byughing our vineyard; if the soil needs it — and
to do this we resort to various soil analyses -ade fertilizers on alternate rows one year out of 2
and for this we use compost made of a mix of saad/manure.

In December we start our pruning season by chopgpfintipe biggest branches with a special pre-
pruning machine. The rest of the pruning is alwdyse by hand and lasts until the end of
February. The aim is to leave only two stubs orndaot.

One of the workers shows an apprentice how to prune |

After the pruning is over we go through all ourtplto make sure that the wires as well as the
poles that support the vines are in good shapegplace and fix what needs to be fixed.

As the first leaves start showing (around Aprilg start the various treatments that need to be
done to keep the vines in good health. We tretit &8 light a hand as possible but we use only
the most recent and less harmful treatments, wi tcpncentrate on leaf treatments which do not
contaminate the soil. “Bio” vineyards use coppesdshtreatments which we find less discerning
and potentially more harmful.
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In late May or early June we suppress chemicalipanually the shoots that seem to be too
numerous: we want quality rather than quantity.

We try to avoid weeds in the vines during the wagason: the climate is extremely dry abd hot
and we do not want these weeds to compete withities for the little amount of humidity there

is. To do this we favour mowing the weeds to treathem with chemicals that might leave
unwonted residues in the soil. Even though we mavaccess to water except by our wells, we do
try and vaporize our younger vines in summer t@ tieém to root properly.
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During the summer —providing that there has bedate frost (it can freeze at late as early May)
or no hail (we have many thunderstorms in earlyraem) we go on treating when and if needed.
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By late August we usually have a few days of sumst@mms which are by then quite welcome
for they help our grapes to ripen harmoniouslyh& summer is too hot and too dry the vines are
known to “block” the maturing process. If they harmugh water in late August they have
enough time to metabolize the water and turn @ gutgar.

By late September vintage time is back again!




